
How to tell if your Congressional candidates are FOOD candidates 
 
Hi, Uncle Ray, Aunt Louise -- 
 
Thanks for your question about differentiating FOOD candidates from non-Food Candidates.   There is a continuum, 
but by the end of this email I hope to explain clearly the gradations, the range of issues, and the ultimate dividing line 
between a FOOD candidate and a non-Food candidate.   
 
Websites of 9 Candidates.  I will demonstrate the continuum by a quick analysis of the websites of 9 Congressional 
candidates running in 9 separate Congressional districts:    
• Three candidates in this sample were identified during the first few days of my Food Vote 2012 survey, including one 

candidate who is a member of the Food Day Advisory Committee.    
• Six candidates make up the rest of the U.S. House of Representatives membership on the Food Day Advisory 

Committee (and includes my own Congresswoman, Jan Schakowsky, a popular incumbent and a neighbor of mine). 
 
Food Day.  A quick note about Food Day and why I've chosen to use Food Day's Advisory Committee as a 
comparative sample of Congressional candidates, even though 2 responders to my survey suggested that a better 
leverage point for action would be to connect with World Food Day.  World Food Day is held on Oct. 16 (since 1980) in 
celebration of the creation of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 
 
Food Day (as coordinated by Center for Science in the Public Interest) is one of many recent attempts (over the last 
decade) to unify U.S. individuals and organizations who are working on a variety of food issues from a grassroots, 
community-minded, and public trust perspective.   Food Day 2012 is the second national event and will take place on 
October 24th. 
 
I personally support both World Food Day and the national Food Day as high quality ways of raising food 
consciousness.  But raising consciousness does not directly translate into effective action.   
 
U.S. Policy High-leverage action.  In terms of high-impact action, working on the U.S. policy level is the most 
leveraged opportunity for U.S. voters (and other U.S. residents) 
• because that is the ultimate power place for U.S. voters to engage,  
• because U.S. policies and leaders have been the dominant voice on the world stage for more than 60 years.   
 
I support CSPI's Food Day attempt to create a multi-faceted national policy agenda and to engage with our 
Congresspeople on a bipartisan level.  CSPI's Food Day Advisory Committee currently consists of 10 U.S. 
Congresspeople -- 7 Representatives and 3 Senators (out of a total 535 members of the U.S. Congress).  The Food 
Day policy agenda consists of 5 priorities, which may help you understand some of the food issues that people are 
working on, all around the country:  
 Promote safer, healthier diets 
 Support sustainabile and organic farms 
 Reduce hunger 
 Reform factory farms to protect the environment 
 Support fair working conditions for food and farm workers 
 
 
As my survey demonstrates, I think there are leverage points that CSPI's Food Day agenda does not cover.   This is 
what Food Vote 2012 survey hopes to add to the conversation, during the election and beyond. 
 
 
So, let's get to work and answer the question at hand:  
Will voters in any of the 435 Congressional districts be able to vote on FOOD concerns in the 2012 election? 
 
A.  First, my definition of a Congressional Food candidate: 
• A person (incumbent or challenger) who is running for one of the 435 seats in the U.S. House of Representatives 
• A candidate who has identified FOOD as an issue or priority and states the priority on their campaign website in the 

form of a heading or subheading 
• A candidate whose campaign language demonstrates that his/her commitment to FOOD refers to a set of 

interlocking issues that might be called "food and farm economies" or "food and farm networks" or "food and farm 
systems" -- in other words the web of relationships among natural resources, eaters, farmers, food chain workers, 
and all other influences on our food -- which is everything in the universe. 

• A candidate whose understanding of healthy, resilient food and farm systems (that work for every U.S. resident on a 
daily basis) hinges on community-based decision-making in all areas of the food system, on a daily basis 



B.  Here is the sample of 9 Congressional candidates along with FOOD platforms listed on their websites. 
 
 1.  THREE CANDIDATES suggested by respondents to Food Vote 2012 survey (as of August 20, 2012): 
 
a.  NORMAN SOLOMON (California). 
Sustainable Food, Agriculture, and Fisheries 
• I support federal policies that provide incentives for the continuation of small family farming, sustainable agriculture 

and local waters that can support small fishers. 
• I will work to end wasteful subsidies to large-scale corporate farms and enterprises not truly engaged in sustainable 

farming. 
• I support programs that help farmers transition to organic certification – it’s good for our environment, for our health, 

and for farmers. 
• I oppose the heavy-handed influence of huge agribusiness firms and international trawlers in the regulatory policies 

of the USDA, the FDA and the NMFS (National Marine Fisheries Service). Our food and agriculture agencies should 
answer to farmers, fishers and consumers, not to corporate lobbyists. 

• I will advocate strongly for food and agriculture policies that promote sustainable agriculture while helping 
consumers access fresh local foods in both urban and rural areas. 

 
b.  CHRIS GIBSON (New York) 
Working for Our Farmers 
Chris believes that Upstate New York is home to the hardest working farmers in the world.  Through his work on 
the House Agriculture Committee, where he is the only Republican from the Northeast on the Committee, he is 
committed to ensuring New York's family farms have access to new markets and reduced regulations. 
 
c.  EARL BLUMENAUER (Oregon)   (also a member of the Food Day Advisory Committee) 
 Food & Farm Bill of Rights 
“Everyone who cares about the quality of the air we breathe, the water we drink, and the food we eat has an interest in 
reforming federal farm policy.” –Earl Blumenauer 
 
1. Americans have a right to a policy free of special interest giveaways.  Current farm policy favors corporate 
special interests. Fully 70 percent of the payments go to the top 10 percent of farmers, and even more of that benefit is 
concentrated for the large processors. What's more, aid is so concentrated in a few powerful states that the support 
received by most states is almost negligible. We deserve a food and farm policy that serves all Americans, not just the 
politically-connected. 
 
2. American taxpayers have a right to a fiscally responsible policy.  Today's Farm Bill contains some of the 
federal government's largest programs. We deserve a food and farm policy that ensures our tax dollars are invested in 
fiscally sound policies and programs that fit in with the priorities of the American farmer and taxpayer. 
 
3. Americans have a right to a policy that serves all farmers.  Our current farm policy ensures high profits for a few 
select commodities while neglecting the needs of many other valuable commodities and smaller producers. In fact, 60 
percent of America's farmers and ranchers get no support whatsoever. We deserve a food and farm policy that 
supports producers and helps them access new local markets, thereby generating jobs by adding value to their 
products. 
 
4. Americans have a right to a safe and healthful food supply.  Recent crises in food supplies (Hurricanes Katrina 
and Rita) and food safety (fresh spinach and tainted pet foods) are painful reminders of the vulnerability of our food 
supplies and distribution systems. We deserve a food and farm policy that guarantees a safe and healthful food supply 
in this country, in good times and in bad. 
 
5. American children have a right to good nutrition.  Children who are hungry perform poorly in school and are at 
greater risk for long-term health problems. We deserve a food and farm policy that makes sure our children are well 
nourished by allowing more healthful choices and opening up access to fruits and vegetables. 
 
6. Americans have a right to local supplies of fresh food.  Too many Americans do not have the option of buying 
affordable, locally-grown fresh food. We deserve a food and farm policy that includes programs that deliver healthy 
food to all communities, regardless of location, class, or economic standing. 
 
7. Americans have a right to a policy that promotes energy independence. The pursuit of heavily subsidized corn-
based ethanol is a fool's game fueled only by massive government subsidies and regulations not justified by the 
science or economics. We deserve a food and farm policy that enables our farmers and ranchers to produce vast 
quantities of renewable energy: wind, solar, in some cases small-scale hydro, geothermal and biomass. 



8. Americans have a right to a policy that protects the environment.  Virtually every urban area is surrounded by 
productive farmland that also provides important environmental services - wildlife habitat, carbon sinks, clean water - 
as well as landscapes and vistas that define our sense of place. We deserve a food and farm policy that promotes 
good stewardship of the environment and our natural resources. 
 
9. Americans have a right to preserve farmland from sprawl.  In many areas of the country the pressures of sprawl 
are forcing farmers off of their land. We deserve a food and farm policy that gives farmers the tools they need to 
protect their land - and our heritage - from development pressures. 
 
10. Americans have a right to a policy that fosters sustainable farming practices. The current farm policy offers 
conflicting messages about good farming practices, sometimes promoting sustainable practices while other times 
offering incentives that undermine the long-term health of our soil and water resources. We deserve a food and farm 
policy that enables farmers to be responsible with their land so that they can pass it on to the next generation. 
 
 a.  Reforming Commodity Subsidies 
Blumenauer supports cutting commodity farm subsidies and shifting funding to reduce the deficit and to programs that 
support family farmers who provide healthy, sustainable food for communities. We can put millions back into the 
federal budget and ensure that our agricultural policies support the farms and the farmers who feed us. 
 
The majority of commodity payments go to a few large-scale corporate farm operations, with less than 40% of farmers 
receiving any commodity payments at all. In fact, over 50% of farm subsidies go to only 22 Congressional districts. As 
a result, these payments do little to support or sustain rural communities, which continue to lose jobs and see their 
populations decline. 
 
 b.  Promoting Healthy Food and Farms 
Blumenauer is a strong advocate for strengthened and expanded nutrition programs that promote the availability and 
affordability of healthy and fresh foods and increases fruits and vegetables in school meals. In addition, he supports 
removing barriers that keep local farmers from selling products into schools and new programs to increase the supply 
and availability of locally and regionally produced foods in the marketplace. 
 
Locally and regionally, food distribution works hand-in-hand with community-led efforts to reduce hunger and provide 
affordable food needed for good nutrition, especially in communities underserved by retail food stores. Reduced-price 
meals in schools have been proven to help students achieve higher test scores, while foods stamps can help many 
families and vulnerable Americans bridge the gap between what they can afford and what they need. Growing and 
distributing some of these foods locally and regionally will create profitable markets for many small and midsized 
independent farmers and ranchers, help to preserve farmland, and protect the environment with reduced transportation 
costs and more sustainable farming practices. 
 
 c.  Protecting Farmland and the Environment 
Congressman Blumenauer supports giving farmers more tools to protect their land from environmental degradation 
through legislation that grants tax credits to farmers who donate all or part of their development rights to a nonprofit 
land conservation organization or agency. The credits can be used to offset federal income, estate or capital gains 
taxes. Farmers continue to own and farm the land and could sell their land to other farmers or ranchers or transfer it to 
their children. The new owners would be free to farm or ranch on the property as they see fit; the only restriction would 
be that new homes, development or land divisions would not be allowed. 
 
 
 2.  SIX OTHER CANDIDATES who are also members of the Food Day Advisory Committee.  All are currently 
incumbent U.S. Representatives.   
 
d.  ROSA DELAURO  (CT) 
Protecting Connecticut Consumers and Homeowners  
Food and Consumer Product Safety 
Rosa believes that no Connecticut family should have to worry about the availability of safe, healthy food. As Chair of 
the House Appropriations Subcommittee that oversees all food safety and nutrition programs, Rosa has worked to 
increase access to safe, healthy food for all Connecticut families, particularly for school children and for our neediest 
families. She has been a leader in calling for the expansion of programs that provide fresh fruits and vegetables to 
schools, and in ensuring that food served in schools is completely safe. Rosa has held oversight hearings to examine 
whether the USDA can do more to prevent unsafe food from entering the school lunch program. She has also 
introduced legislation to increase inspections of food plants with products at higher risk of contamination, and to 
ensure that imported food is subject to the same regulations as domestically produced food, to eliminate the public 
health threat presented by contaminated food. 



e.  JIM MCGOVERN, (MA),  No food issues listed on website. 
 
f.   CHELLIE PINGREE, (ME).  No food issues listed on website. 
 
g.  LINDA SANCHEZ, (CA).  No food issues listed on website. 
 
h.  JAN SCHAKOWSKY (IL).  No food issues listed on website. 
 
i.   LOUISE SLAUGHTER (NY) 
Super Bugs and Antibiotic Resistance 
As the only microbiologist in Congress, Louise leads the effort to address the most pressing scientific and health 
issues of our time. 
 
Now, Louise is authoring legislation to end the threat of antibiotic-resistant diseases commonly known as "superbugs". 
Superbugs are an emerging threat to society, and one that is driven, in large part, by the overuse of antibiotics in 
animal feed. This overuse has led to the development of diseases that are resistant to antibiotics, posing a colossal 
health risk to Americans and to our farming industry. Today, more antibiotics are fed to livestock in North Carolina than 
are given to all Americans, and thanks to this kind of misuse, antibiotic-resistant diseases now kill more Americans 
than HIV/AIDS. 
 
Louise has consistently pushed federal agencies, and the agriculture industry to ensure they are safely using 
antibiotics while feeding their animals. Because of her efforts, it is now public knowledge that 80% of all antibiotics sold 
in the United States are used on animals- a dangerous trend that is leading to antibiotic resistance. She is the author 
of the Preservation of Antibiotics for Medical Treatment Act, a bill that would end the routine use of antibiotics on 
healthy animals and curb the growing threat of superbugs. Louise continues to advance this legislation in the House 
and raise awareness of this pressing public health issue, going up against powerful food corporations and agribusiness 
companies who care more about profits than the safety of Americans who consume their products. 
 
 
 
C.  FOOD Candidates or not? 
I will now re-order these candidates according to whether they are actually food candidates or not. 
 
 1.  NOT FOOD CANDIDATES 
 
Norman Solomon (California),   No longer a candidate.  Conceded a primary loss in July. 
Chris Gibson (New York).  Addresses family farmers, but not community-based farm and food networks.   
Rosa DeLauro (Connecticut).   Addresses food safety only. 
Jim McGovern (Massachusetts).  On Food Day Advisory Committee, but I can't find a "food" issue of any kind. 
Chellie Pingree (Maine).   Was the House sponsor of the Local Farms, Food and Jobs Act, but does not identify food 
as a priority issue. 
Linda Sanchez (California).  On Food Day Advisory Committee, but I can't find a "food" issue of any kind. 
Jan Schakowsky (Illinois).   Made early political reputation on food and drug labeling (dating).   Has no list of issues 
on website.   Probably running on popularity, long-term incumbency, and position in Democratic leadership. 
Louise Slaughter (New York).  Addresses anti-biotic resistance in agriculture.   No mention of food, only "agribusiness 
products". 
 
 
 2.  FOOD CANDIDATE 
 
Earl Blumenauer (Oregon).  Food & Farm Bill of Rights.   
 
In comparison to the websites and food planks of the other 8 candidates, Cong. Blumenauer's Food & Farm Bill of 
Rights demonstrates the distance that most Congressional candidates will have to go to be considered a FOOD 
candidate.  I do not think Cong. Blumenauer's Bill of Rights is perfect.  For example, by categorizing his Food & Farm 
Bill of Rights under federal farm policy, Cong. Blumenauer perpetuates the myth that food policy and farm policy are 
equivalent, or that food policy is a subcategory of farm policy.   
 
But that kind of pickiness is better left for another time and place.  I do think that Cong. Blumenauer's Food & Farm Bill 
of Rights offers a very good starting point for productive conversation -- in any U.S. Congressional district (or any other 
jurisdiction).   Here's his website: http://www.earlblumenauer.com/priorities/food-farm-bill-rights 
 



Uncle Ray, Aunt Louise --I hope this answers your question, at least in a preliminary way.  The next task (as Louise 
knows from her many years of political activity) is to find a diverse group of candidates from all over the U.S. who can 
buy into a similar platform and work.  This would be the work of my fellow food system practitioners and advocates.  
 
Hopefully, if elected, the other candidates and Cong. Blumenauer can take their combined platforms and craft a 
"community food and farm" policy that works for everyone in the U.S. -- and that doesn't adversely affect community 
food and farm economies in other countries (as our current policies do). 
 
  


